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Safe and Effective Use of 

Law Enforcement Personnel in 

Work Zones

Module 1.1

Introduction
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Module 1.1

Module 1 includes 3 lessons:

Lesson 1.1─ Introduction

• The importance of how work zone training for LEOs 

enhances safety

Lesson 1.2 ─ Sources of Work Zone Standards, 

Guidelines and Procedures

• Key references and resources for LEOs

Lesson 1.3 ─ Roles and Responsibilities

• Roles and responsibilities of work zone stakeholders
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Did you know...

More than 42,000 people die in traffic

related crashes each year nationwide? 

More police officers are killed

by traffic than by bullets?

More than 1,200 fatal crashes

occur in work zones?

Four times more officers were killed when

struck by vehicles than in accidental

shootings over the last ten years?

National Highway Safety Administration

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov

Work zone safety is an important issue!
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Data for Maryland

Over the years 1998 through 2007, an

average of 2680 crashes occurred at work

zones each year in Maryland*.

*Maryland Construction-Maintenance Zone Accident Profile, 1998-

2007, Maryland Highway Safety Office, State Highway Administration,

August 2009.
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Unexpected Conditions

Safety hazards include:

- New traffic patterns

- Narrow lanes

- Lane shifts

- Lane closures

- Pavement drop-offs

- Reduced sight distance

- Visibility problems

- Slow moving equipment
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Work zones present potential safety 

hazards to everyone!

- Road Users (Motorists, Passengers, 

Pedestrians, Bicyclists)

- Workers

- Law Enforcement Officers (LEOs)
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Importance of Work Zone Safety

- Four out of five people killed or injured in work zone 

crashes are inattentive drivers and their passengers*

- High speeds increase the severity of crashes. The 

majority of fatal work zone crashes occur on roads 

with speeds of 55 mph or greater

- Speeding, inattentive driving, and aggressive driving 

habits in merge areas are the primary causes of 

work zone crashes*

* National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov
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Enhancing Work Zone Safety

Work zone safety can be enhanced by:

- Increasing road users’ awareness of work zones

- Guiding road users through confusing or unfamiliar situations

- Improving the visibility of workers

- Managing the speed of vehicles through work zones

- Protecting exposed workers

Work zone safety can be enhanced by providing 

adequate and appropriate training for all work zone 

stakeholders, including LEOs.
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Importance of Work Zone Training for LEOs

According to a 2001 FHWA /AASHTO nationwide 

survey of 46 states: 

• Two-thirds of the states use uniformed police 

officers for federally funded construction projects, 

but only a quarter of the states had a program in 

place or under development to train those officers 

working in construction projects*.

*Federal Highway Administration Work Zone Safety

Training for Law Enforcement. August 2006.
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Work zones can be dangerous for LEOs

Inadequate Training:

• May result in officers positioning their vehicles in 

unsafe locations

• May lead to crashes and injuries

Truck collides with law enforcement vehicle,

resulting in injuries, including one fatality.

Importance of Work Zone Training for LEOs
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Work zone training provides the basic knowledge 

that can save lives, when working in a work zone. 

This knowledge will help LEOs:

- Communicate successfully with other stakeholders

- Recognize hazardous situations and respond 

appropriately

- Work effectively as a team member to improve work 

zone safety

- Avoid work zone crashes and improve safety

- Minimize contributing factors to work zone crashes

Importance of Work Zone Training for LEOs



Slide 12

Use of LEOs in Work Zones

In Maryland, off-duty Maryland State Police (MSP) 

and their vehicles may be used to enhance the 

safety of highway workers and the traveling public.

• The MSP and the Maryland State Highway 

Administration (SHA) renewed the Interagency 

Agreement on March 30, 2009*.

*Note: This agreement can be obtained from the 

Work Zone Safety & Mobility Website.
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Use of LEOs in Work Zones

Police presence is an effective measure of 

speed control in work zones. 

• Average speeds in the work zone are reduced 

6 to 22 percent*

• The percentage of vehicles traveling at 

excessive speeds through the work zone is 

reduced 14 to 32 percent*

*Use of Police Traffic Services in Work Zones. Maryland State

Highway Administration Office of Traffic and Safety. August 2005.
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Use of LEO Services in Work Zones

The presence of LEOs in work zones leads to 

improved compliance with the law by all road 

users. The services of LEOs are requested for:

- Presence/Speed Management

- Enforcement

- Traffic Control
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True/False

Question 1

The majority of fatal work zone crashes occur on roads 

where the speed limit is less than 55 mph.

A.True

B.False
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True/False

Question 2

The Maryland State Highway Administration and the 

Maryland State Police do not have a formal agreement 

for the use of LEOs in Work Zones.

A.True

B.False
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Fill-in-the-Blank

Question 3

Police presence/enforcement in work zones is a(n) 

___________  measure of speed control.

A. effective

B. ineffective

C. sometimes effective
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Fill-in-the-Blank

Question 4

Work zone training _____________ knowledge that 

aids in the recognition of hazards and improving safety.

A. has no effect on

B. provides

C. reduces
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Answer Key

1.  B

2.  B

3.  A

4.  B
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Contact Information

Clarence Haskett

Maryland State Highway Administration 

Office of Traffic and Safety

410-787-5876

chaskett@sha.state.md.us


