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MBE DUAL CERTIFICATION

 TC "CP – MBE Dual Certification”  

Effective on October 1, 2009, Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) firms may elect to be dually certified as woman-owned businesses and as members of an ethnic or racial category.  For purposes of achieving any gender or ethnic/racial MBE participation subgoals in a particular contract, an MBE firm that has dual certification may participate in the contract either as a woman-owned business or as a business owned by a member of a racial or ethnic minority group, but not both.

  
(a) A firm must be listed in the MDOT MBE/DBE Directory with the gender category in order to be used to meet the gender subgoal.
(b) A firm must be listed in the MDOT MBE/DBE Directory with an ethnic/racial category in order to be used to meet the ethnic/racial subgoal.
(c) A firm must be listed in the MDOT MBE/DBE Directory with both the gender and ethnic/racial categories in order for a contractor to have the option of selecting which of those categories it will use for the firm on a State contract.
(d) Contractors should designate whether the MBE firm will be used as a woman-owned business or as a business owned by a member of a racial/ethnic group before calculating the percentage of MBE participation goals and subgoals they intend to meet.

Maryland’s MBE/DBE Directory will reflect the dual certification status beginning October 1, 2009.  You can access the MBE/DBE Directory at http://mbe.mdot.state.md.us.   
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