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MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE OF MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY 

7450 Traffic Drive, Building #4 
 Hanover, MD 21076 

 
PROCEDURE FOR THE QUALIFICATION OF COMPOST 

 
The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) maintains a list of registered compost producers. 
Compost shall conform to SHA’s Special Provisions Insert 920.02.05. 
 
If you are interested in qualification of your product, please visit Maryland’s Product Evaluation Listing 
(MPEL) located at http://apps.roads.maryland.gov/MPEL/ and then select VENDOR REGISTRATION to 
begin. 
 
When your registration has been accepted, you will receive an email requesting you to submit the 
following information into MPEL: 
 

1.  Proof that  source-separated yard waste compost for general use is produced and distributed in 
conformance with COMAR 15.18.04  regulations of the Maryland Department of Agriculture 
(MDA), and/or that biosolid compost is produced in conformance with COMAR 26.04.11 
regulations of the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE). 

 
2.  Manufacturers shall contact MDA at 410-841-2729 regarding certification and registration 

procedures for source-separated yard waste compost for general use, or shall contact MDE at 
410-537-3315 regarding certification and registration procedures for biosolid compost.  

 
Upon certification, the manufacturers of compost will be placed on the Maryland SHA Qualified 
Producers List for a period of twelve (12) months.  All manufacturers will be re-evaluated at the end of 
the year. 
 
All products approved are required to continue to meet the specifications. Materials used on the basis of 
Certificates of Compliance may be sampled and tested after qualification per 920.02.05.  At any time, if 
found not to be in compliance with contract requirements or specifications, materials will be subject to 
rejection whether in place or not. Periodic samples of your product will be taken at the discretion of the 
Administration to ensure quality assurance and quality control. 
 
The Administration must be informed immediately of any changes in the composition of the product. 
After SHA has reviewed the changes, new sample(s) may be requested and submitted along with the 
aforementioned information. 
  

http://apps.roads.maryland.gov/MPEL/
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LIMESTONE GRADING ANALYSIS 

SIEVE 
Size Number 

PASSING BY WEIGHT 
Minimum % 

10 100 

20 98 

100 50 
 
920.02.02 Sulfur.  Sulfur shall be an agricultural product manufactured and labeled for sale in Maryland for 
reducing soil pH.  Sulfur labeled as a fertilizer may also be used to supply sulfur as a plant nutrient.  Sulfur shall be 
supplied as a fine powder or pelletized powder with a minimum purity of 90 percent elemental sulfur. 
 
920.02.03 Iron Sulfate.  Iron sulfate shall be an agricultural product manufactured and labeled for sale in Maryland 
for reducing soil pH.  Iron sulfate labeled as a fertilizer may also be used to supply sulfur or iron as a plant nutrient.  
Iron sulfate shall be supplied as a fine powder or pelletized powder with a minimum purity of 15 percent water 
soluble iron derived from ferrous sulfate. 
 
920.02.04 Gypsum.  Gypsum shall be an agricultural product manufactured and labeled for sale in Maryland as an 
aid for improving soil structure and removing soil soluble salts, or as a fertilizer to supply calcium and sulfate.  
Gypsum shall be supplied as a fine powder or pelletized powder with a minimum purity of 68 percent calcium 
sulfate dihydrate. 
 
920.02.05 Compost. 
 

(a) Compost Types.  Compost shall be an agricultural product of biosolids or source- separated materials 
manufactured and labeled for sale in Maryland. 

 
(b) Stability.  Compost shall be biologically mature and no longer able to reheat to thermophilic temperatures. 
 
(c) pH.  Compost shall have a pH of 6.0 to 7.5. 
 
(d) Soluble Salts.  Compost shall have a soluble salt concentration less than 10.0 mmhos/cm. 
 
(e) Moisture.  Compost shall have a moisture content of 30 to 55 percent.  When delivered, compost shall have a 

weight of 1,400 lb per cubic yard or less. 
 
(f) Particle Size and Grading.  Compost shall be screened so that it has a uniform particle size of 0.5 in. or less, 

with grading analysis as follows. 
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COMPOST GRADING ANALYSIS 

SIEVE SIZE 
mm 

PASSING BY VOLUME 
Maximum % 

4.75 90 

0.425 25 

0.75 2.2 
 
920.02.06 Peat Moss.  A milled sphagnum peat moss with negligible woody substances. 
 
920.02.07 Aged Pine Bark Fines.  Derived from the bark of pine trees that have been composted and milled to a 
fineness approved for use by the Landscape Operations Division. 
 
920.02.08 Water Absorbent Gel.  A cross linked polyacrylamide agricultural product used to maintain moisture 
around bare root plants and as a soil conditioner.  Formulas used shall conform to the manufacturer's 
recommendations. 
 
920.03 FERTILIZERS. 
 
920.03.01 Composition.  Standard Fertilizers and Special Fertilizers shall be commercial grade products labeled for 
sale and use as agricultural fertilizer, and shall conform to Federal and Maryland State regulations and the Standards 
of the Association of Official Analytical Chemists.  All analyses are subject to approval by the Landscape 
Operations Division prior to application. 
 

(a) Standard Fertilizer.  Standard fertilizers shall be produced of ingredients, analysis, and composition as 
follows: 

 
(1) Ingredients.  Standard fertilizers shall include one or more of the following: 
 

FERTILIZER INGREDIENTS 
ammonium nitrate polymer coated urea 
ammonium sulfate potassium chloride 
biosolids potassium nitrate 
calcium nitrate potassium sulfate (SOP) 
diammonium phosphate (DAP) sulfur coated urea 
isobutylidene diurea triple super phosphate 
methylene urea urea 
monoammonium phosphate 
(MAP) 

ureaform (UF) 

  
(2) Analysis and Composition.  Standard fertilizers shall contain nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), potassium 

(K), and sulfate (SO4) derived from ingredients above. 
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