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APPENDIX A-1: TAP PROJECT CATEGORIES - ELIGIBLE AND 
INELIGIBLE PROJECT ACTIVITIES

CATEGORY NAME OVERVIEW

1
New Walking and 
Biking Connections 
and Facilities

Construction, planning, and design of on-road and off-road trail facilities 
for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other nonmotorized forms of transportation. 

Projects must connect or support links to the intermodal transportation 
system. No stand-alone, exclusive, or recreational use-only projects. 

2

Infrastructure-
Related 
Improvements for 
Safe Walking and 
Biking Routes

Construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related projects and 
systems that will provide safe routes for non-drivers, including children, 
older adults, and individuals with disabilities to access daily needs.

3
Converting Rail 
Corridors to Trails

Conversion and use of abandoned railroad corridors for trails for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, or other nonmotorized transportation users.

Projects must connect to the intermodal transportation system or support 
links to significant land uses. No recreational use-only projects..

4
Road-side Scenic 
Overlooks

Construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas within or 
immediately adjacent to the right-of-way of, and directly related to, the 
scenic byway.

TYPICAL ACTIVITIES ELIGIBLE FOR  
TAP FUNDING TYPICAL INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

 � On- and off-road shared-use trails
 �  Sidewalks and sidewalk improvements such as widening, 
gap closures, curbs, gutters, and curb ramps

 � Trailheads
 � Bike parking
 �  Bike lane striping that is part of an off-road system, and
 � Bike and pedestrian bridges and underpasses
 �  Facilities that provide traffic-calming techniques, lighting, 
and other safety-related infrastructure

 �  Replacement of existing pedestrian signals with LED and 
audible- countdown signals.

 �  Construction of a closed-loop running track or bike trail.
 �  Installation of amenities for non-transportation use, 
including gazebos, playground equipment, flagpoles, 
streetlights, monuments, etc.

 �  Construction portion of an eligible trailhead building that 
will be used for commercial activities.

 �  Construction of general parking, parking exceeding that 
required for trail use, or parking lots for a future use.

 �  Marketing, staffing, maintenance, or operations costs of a 
trailhead facility.

 � Traffic calming and speed-reduction improvements
 � ADA pedestrian- and bicycle-crossing improvements.
 � On-street bicycle facilities
 �  Off-street bicycle and pedestrian facilities: exclusive multi-
use bicycle and pedestrian trails and pathways that are 
separated from a roadway.

 � Secure bicycle-parking facilities

 �  The development and implementation of safety-related 
activities or programs designed to promote pedestrian and 
bicycle safety, unless in connection with Safe Routes to 
School.

 �  The development of promotional or education materials, 
unless in connection with Safe Routes to School.

 �  Construction of pedestrian or bicycle trails adjacent to 
abandoned railroad corridors.

 �  Installation of pedestrian and bicycle amenities at 
intermodal nodes or trailheads

 �  Any activities on ineligible railway corridors. Corridor must 
be officially abandoned, have abandonment proceedings 
pending, or be available for purchase from the legal owner 
of the property.

 �  New building or existing building renovation or 
improvement construction, including restrooms 

 �  Construction including the necessary water, sewerage, 
electrical, and telecommunications connections/services.

 �  Interpretive signs, displays, structures, or other elements 
that describe, explain, interpret or that are otherwise 
necessary.

 � Functional enhancements and related improvements.

 �  All other unrelated activities. The project should serve 
the state’s economic development, preservation, and 
conservation efforts by providing opportunities for travelers 
to learn more about Maryland’s unique cultural and natural 
resources, or providing the conveniences, safety, and 
services necessary for the traveler’s rest and relaxation.

Herring Run Greenway in Baltimore City awarded $1,980,000 in 2008
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CATEGORY NAME OVERVIEW

5
Outdoor 
Advertising Control

Inventory, control, or removal of outdoor advertising. Projects should 
contribute to the viewshed of the traveling public. 

6
Historic 
Transportation 
Facilities

Historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation buildings, 
structures, or facilities that are part of the intermodal transportation 
system and are listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places. These projects will need to coordinate with the Maryland Historical 
Trust during application and beyond.

 �  Rehabilitation and restoration can be accomplished by returning the 
property to a condition that makes a contemporary use possible, while 
preserving the significant historic features of the property.

 �  Eligible structures include railroad depots, bus stations, lighthouses, 
railcars, tunnels, and bridges.

 �  Projects must comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation of Historic Properties. All proposed rehabilitation must 
be consistent with the historic character of the site and restore the 
historic site to a condition that will permit or enhance public use.

 �  Only improvements intended to serve a transportation-related use are 
eligible for funding.

 �  All facilities must be non-profit; any funds raised must be used 
primarily for the maintenance and improvement of the facility.

 �  Documentation from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
or other appropriate agency with evidence of the historic nature of 
the site must be provided with the application. All improvements are 
subject to approval by the SHPO.

 �  Projects must improve or preserve an historic transportation site by 
documentation, recording, restoration, rehabilitation, stabilization, or 
other means to protect the site. The site may have had a significant 
transportation-related function in the past, may currently serve a 
transportation-related function, or may serve a transportation function 
after the project is completed.

 �  The project should enable a transportation-related use of the historic 
property or result in a publication that documents the facility

TYPICAL ACTIVITIES ELIGIBLE FOR  
TAP FUNDING TYPICAL INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

 �  Activities associated with billboard inventory-control 
measures including data collection and developing and 
maintaining an inventory and control database of outdoor 
advertising

 �  Removal of billboards that are not in compliance with 
existing zoning ordinances and removal of billboards 
placed on private property without property-owner 
approval.

 �  Transaction costs associated with the removal of billboards 
(only eligible if based on an equitable estimate).

 �  Any projects not consistent with the Outdoor Advertising 
Control requirements found in 23 CFR 750 Subpart G.

 �  Contact the SHA Office of Real Estate Outdoor Advertising 
Representative about items potentially ineligible under 
Category 5.

 �  Construction associated with the restoration or 
rehabilitation of railway depots, bridges, trestles, railways, 
lighthouses, tunnels, canal viaducts, bus stations, ferry 
terminals, etc., that are listed on or eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places and will be operable and serve 
a transportation-related use after construction.

 �  Construction associated with the historic preservation of 
a transportation-related historic site, district, structure, or 
object for public use.

 � Preservation of historic building facades.
 �  Tasks associated with identification, restoration, 
documentation, interpretation, rehabilitation, or stabilization 
of an historic transportation structure.

 �  Construction associated with the restoration or 
rehabilitation of a transportation-related structure not listed 
on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

 �  Construction of improvements to an historic transportation-
related structure intended to serve a non-transportation 
use, such as a barn, post office, museum, house, etc.

 �  Any work that would risk the historic status of a structure, 
site, or object.

 �  Staffing, maintenance, or operation costs of an eligible 
transportation facility.

 �  Replication or duplication of an historic site, object, or 
structure.
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Any project that creates or alters pedestrian and/or bicycle facilities must adhere to ADA and the latest versions 
of MDOT SHA’s Accessibility Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities along State Highways, MDOT SHA’s 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Design Guidelines, and the American Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials (AASHTO) Guide for Development of New Bicycle Facilities. These documents provide information 
on upgrading existing facilities, developing new facilities, planning considerations, design and construction 
guidelines, and operation and maintenance recommendations.

All other appendices are available on the MDOT SHA TAP website. 

CATEGORY NAME OVERVIEW

7
Vegetation 
Management

Vegetation management practices in transportation rights-of-way to 
improve roadway safety, prevent against invasive species, and provide 
erosion control

8
Transportation 
Archaeology

Archaeological activities relating to impacts from implementation of a 
transportation project eligible under title 23

9a
Stormwater 
Management

Any environmental mitigation activity, including pollution prevention and 
pollution abatement activities and mitigation to address stormwater 
management, control, and water pollution prevention or abatement related 
to highway construction or due to highway runoff, including activities 
described in sections 23 U.S.C. 133(b)(3)

9b
Connecting Wildlife 
Habitats

Any environmental mitigation activity, including pollution prevention and 
pollution abatement activities and mitigation to reduce vehicle-caused 
wildlife mortality or to restore and maintain connectivity among terrestrial 
or aquatic habitats

10
Safe Routes to 
School

Infrastructure-related and non-infrastructure-related activities that 
substantially improve the ability of students to walk and bicycle to school 
or encourage walking and biking to school. SRTS projects should directly 
support increased safety and convenience for elementary and middle 
school children in grades K-8.

TYPICAL ACTIVITIES ELIGIBLE FOR  
TAP FUNDING TYPICAL INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

 �  Restoration of an historic lighthouse, boat, railcar, or other 
transportation-related object.

 �  Creation of an archive of surface-transportation history.
 �  Production of books, scholarly documents, films, website 
information, or CDs/DVDs.

 �  Documentation of production to preserve an historic 
transportation site.

 � Acquisition of historic artifact collections or exhibits.

 �  Reintroduction of native or endangered plants or trees 
along a highway.

 � Removal of invasive species.

 �  Maintenance activities, such as mowing, tree pruning or 
removal, erosion control, etc.

 �  Landscaping associated with an existing reforestation 
project.

 �  Research, preservation, and interpretation of archeological 
sites impacted by transportation projects.

 �  Preparation and cataloguing for exhibition of artifacts 
related to transportation or transportation projects.

 �  Archeological research, planning, or data recovery 
associated with or required by an existing or

 � planned transportation project.

 �  Archeological research or studies unrelated to surface 
transportation.

 �  Development of a project guide that documents for future 
use the rationale, methods, and results of the current study.

 �  Restoration and creation of wetlands, improvements to 
stream channels, installation of erosion-control measures, 
and other methods to address water pollution linked to 
highway runoff.

 �  Creation of vegetative ditches, detention basins, or other 
filtering systems for highway runoff.

 �  Installation of or improvements to drainage facilities 
degraded by highway construction.

 �  Installation and/or construction costs of fencing, 
overpasses, culverts, or underpasses for wildlife passage.

 �  Monitoring and collection of data on habitat fragmentation 
and vehicle-caused wildlife mortality.

 �  Activities to encourage walking and bicycling to school: 
Public-awareness campaigns and outreach to the media 
and community leaders, traffic education and enforcement 
in the vicinity of schools, and student assemblies or 
curriculum on bicycle and pedestrian safety, health, and 
the environment. 

 �  Funding for training, volunteers, and managers of safe 
routes to school programs.

 � The development of promotional or education materials
 �  Sidewalk improvements, traffic calming and speed 
reduction improvements, pedestrian and bicycle crossing 
improvements, on-street bicycle facilities, off-street bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities, secure bicycle parking facilities, 
and traffic diversion improvements in the vicinity (2 mile 
radius) of schools (K-8)

 �  Installation and construction of wildlife passages along 
roadways with no documented evidence of wildlife crossing 
and wildlife mortality caused by vehicles.

https://roads.maryland.gov/mdotsha/pages/Index.aspx?PageId=144

