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FEDERAL BRIDGE FORMULA FOR MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT (GVW) & AXLE WEIGHTS

Maryland follows the Federal Bridge Formula regarding the maximum allowable GVW and axle weights.  
Additionally, some weights are governed by the following:

NUMBER OF AXLES MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE GROSS WEIGHT
(IN POUNDS)

Vehicles registered less than 73,000 pounds

Vehicles registered more than 73,000 pounds

22,400 pounds per axle

20,000 pounds per axle

THE BRIDGE FORMULA FOR MARYLAND IS AS FOLLOWS:

W = 500 [(LN/N-1) = 12N + 36]

As a working example of how the Formula is determined, see below:

Actual weight = 12,000 + 17,000 + 17,000 = 46,000 lbs.

Check of axles 1 through 3, where N = 3 axles and L = 20 ft.

W = 500                 + (12x3) + 36    =   51,000 lbs.  Weight Allowed

W = 500                 +  12N + 36LN
N - 1

(20x3)
(3-1)

CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER TITLE VI

Commercial vehicle safety in Maryland is enhanced by a comprehensive program of enforcement provided 
by the partnership of over 25 state and local enforcement agencies conducting inspections, traffic stops, and 
in-terminal compliance and safety audits.  Maryland has a very aggressive enforcement program, weighing 
over 1,000,000 trucks and inspecting more than 100,000 trucks every year.  The Maryland Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) State Highway Administration and all of their enforcement partners are committed to 
conducting commercial vehicle enforcement in compliance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 and related statutes.  All enforcement actions are conducted in strict compliance with the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Regulations and all of the Federal Highway Administration size and weight laws without regard 
to race, national origin, age, color, sex, disability, limited English proficiency or income level.  Any questions or 
concerns concerning discrimination in our enforcement program should be directed to the Motor Carrier Division  
of the MDOT Maryland State Highway Administration at 410-582-5724, or Toll-Free at 1-800-546-6435.

SIZE LIMITS

Width
Height

Length
Single Unit Truck or Bus
Travel Trailer
Bus operated on the State Highway
     or Interstate System
Cargo carrying power unit in combination
     with another vehicle
Truck or tractor-semi-trailer comb. designed
     for and engaged exclusively to transport
     autos or boats
Tractor-semi-trailer-trailer (doubles)
Tractor pulling semitrailer exceeding 48’ up to
     53’ in length
Stinger-steer auto/boat transporter
Saddle-mount or full-mount comb.
Maxi-cube comb. with 34’ semitrailer

102” (8’ 6”)
13’ 6”

(see below)
40’
40’

45’

62’

65’ *
28’ (each trailer) *
53’ (max.
trailer length) *
80’ *
97’ *
65’ *

*Vehicles must travel on the Maryland Truck Route System.
  Additional information on the reverse side of the map.

For additional information on vehicle size and weight, call:

Maryland Department of Transportation
State Highway Administration

Motor Carrier Division
7491 Connelley Drive
Hanover, MD  21076

(410) 582-5734
(800) 543-4564 (toll-free within Maryland only)

OR
Visit the website at:

roads.maryland.gov/mdotsha/pages/Index.aspx?PageID=546

OVERSIZE OR OVERWEIGHT VEHICLES REQUIRING A HAULING PERMIT
Oversize and/or Overweight Hauling Permits are ONLY AVAILABLE IF YOUR VEHICLE IS
CARRYING A NON-DIVISIBLE LOAD AND IT EXCEEDS THE FOLLOWING LIMITS:

WEIGHT:	 Exceeds the bridge formula for the vehicle or vehicle combination

WIDTH:	 102” (8’6”)

HEIGHT:	 13’6”

LENGTH:	 Indivisible loads over 70’ require a permit. Pilings, poles and mill logs require
	 a permit exceeding 75’.  Indivisible loads up to 70’ may be moved during daylight
	 hours without a permit on a combination vehicle.

HAULING PERMIT CONDITIONS:  (NOT TO EXCEED)
Weight:	 Single Axle - 27,000 lbs.
	 Tandem Axle - 54,000 lbs.
	 For weights of 120,000 lbs. to 150,000 lbs., travel on interstate routes only.

	 **Weights exceeding these parameters may require an engineering study.

Escorts: 	 Single - more than 13’ wide unless manufactured housing unit
	 - more than 85’ long, 14’6” high or more (pole vehicle)
	 - more than 60 ton gross weight
	 - construction equipment over 12’ wide traveling off the interstate
	 - when weather or road conditions justify the requirement
	 Two Escort - 14’ wide or more including manufactured housing units
	 - 140’ long or more traveling a road too narrow to allow other vehicles to pass 	
	 safely, traveling against traffic that will have to be diverted or stopped
	 - weather or road conditions justify the requirement
	 POLICE Escort - 16’ high, 16’ wide, 140’ long, 150K GVW

Travel Time:  Moves for loads up to and including 150K GVW, 12’ wide, 14’6” high, 90’long
	 may move from Monday, 12:01am to Saturday, 12:00pm noon EST.  All other
	 loads are one-half hour after sunrise and one-half hour before sunset.
	 NO SUNDAY TRAVEL.
	 CURFEW:  The permittee or user may move any vehicle and load, that together,
	 exceeds 45 tons gross weight or is 100’ or more in length, or 12’ or more in width
	 over I-495 and I-95 (Capital Beltway) or I-695 (Baltimore Beltway) from
	 9:00am to 3:30pm.  If 14’ wide or more, 9:00am to 3:30pm on any highway.
	 Maryland has many toll, bridge, and tunnel restrictions.  Make sure you contact
	 the toll facility before you make your move.  For further information, call the Permit
	 Office, toll-free (within Maryland only) at 1-800-846-6435.  Curfew restrictions will
	 be noted on the permit.

For additional information, contact the MDOT SHA Motor Carrier Division, Hauling Permits Unit at:
410-582-5727 or toll-free (within Maryland only) 1-800-543-4564

Or, visit their website at: roads.maryland.gov/mdotsha/pages/cvo.aspx?did=ahps&PageId=23

17,000 lbs.
17,000 lbs. 12,000 lbs.

20 ft.

*

Tradepoint Atlantic
Dundalk Marine Terminal (MPA)
Seagirt Marine Terminal (MPA/Ports America)
Gold Bond Building Products
Canton Marine Terminal Pier 13
Canton Pier 10/11
Consol Energy/CNX Marine Terminal
Point Breeze Business Center
Intermodal Container Transfer Facility (ICTF)/
(MPA/Ports America)
Ports America Chesapeake Grain Operation
Fort Holabird Industrial Park
Chesapeake Commerce Center (Amazon)
MTC Logistics (Cold Storage)
Canton Rail Road (Penn-Mary Yard)
Belt’s Business Center (U.S. Customs Station)
Norfolk Southern (Bayview Intermodal Yard)
Rukert Terminals Corp. (Clinton Street Offices)
Lehigh Portland Cement
Petroleum Fuel  & Terminals Co. (Apex)
General Ship Repair
American Sugar Refining (ARS)/Domino Sugar
North Locust Point Marine Terminal (MPA)
C. Steinweg (Baltimore)
South Locust Point Marine Terminal (MPA)
Cruise Maryland/Cruise Terminal
SubCom

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Vulcan Materials Company
Masonville Terminal (MPA)/
(Mercedes-Benz Auto Facility)
Fairfield Marine Terminal (MPA)/(Auto Warehousing Corp.)
Atlantic Terminal (Amports)
NuStar Energy LP
Vane Brothers
Chesapeake Terminal (Amports)
Baltimore Asphalt Refinery Dock (Chevron USA)
SASOL North America
Citgo/Tosco
CSX Transportation Chesapeake Bay Piers (Coal)
CSX Transportation Chesapeake Bay Shiploader Pier 2 (Coal)
Mid States Oil Terminal
Bitumar USA
Liquid Transfer Terminal, Inc.
Amerada Hess Dock
BP/Amoco Oil Co. (Curtis Bay Terminal)
ARGOS Cement
W.R. Grace & Company
U.S. Gypsum Dock
Hawkins Point Marine Terminal (MPA)/
(Eastalco/Yara North America)
U.S. Coast Guard Yard
Permit Load Escort Waiting Area
U.S. Customs Stations
Toll Facilities (see reverse side of map for
locations, contact information, and Axle Rates)
Ports America - www.pachesapeake.com*

27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

48

MARYLAND STATE POLICE
Barrack “A”

Barrack “B”

Barrack “C”

Barrack “D”

Barrack “E”

Barrack “F”

Barrack “G”

Barrack “H”

Barrack “I”

Barrack “J”

Barrack “L”

Barrack “M”

Barrack “N”

Barrack “O”

Barrack “P”

Barrack “Q”

Barrack “R”

Barrack “S”

Barrack “T”

Barrack “U”

Barrack “V”

Barrack “W”

Barrack “X”

Headquarters

Jessup, MD

Frederick, MD

Cumberland, MD

Bel Air, MD

Salisbury, MD

North East, MD

Westminster, MD

La Plata, MD

Easton, MD

Annapolis, MD

Forestville, MD

Perryville, MD

Rockville, MD

Hagerstown, MD

Glen Burnie, MD

College Park, MD

Essex, MD

Centreville, MD

Leonardtown, MD

Prince Frederick, MD

Berlin, MD

McHenry, MD

Princess Anne, MD

Pikesville, MD

(410) 799-2101

(301) 600-4151

(301) 729-2101

(410) 879-2101

(410) 749-3101

(410) 996-7800

(410) 386-3000

(301) 392-1200

(410) 822-3101

(410) 761-5130

(301) 568-8101

(410) 537-1150

(301) 424-2101

(301) 766-3800

(410) 761-5130

(301) 345-3101

(410) 780-2700

(410) 758-1101

(301) 475-8955

(410) 535-1400

(410) 641-3101

(301) 387-1101

(443) 260-3700

(410) 653-4200

GENERAL CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MARYLAND
AGENCIES RESPONSIBLE FOR MOTOR CARRIER ACTIVITIES

MDOT Maryland State Highway Administration - Motor Carrier Division
Website:  www.roads.maryland.gov/cvo
Email:  MdMotorCarrier@mdot.maryland.gov or haulingpermits@mdot.maryland.gov
Calls for Commercial Vehicle Regulations, Oversize/Overweight Hauling Permits:
Toll Free within Maryland only
Outside Maryland
For Emergency Permits NON business hours, contact the Maryland State 
Operations Center
Baltimore City Permit Office

1-800-543-4564
410-582-5734

410-582-5650
443-984-2150

Maryland State Police (MSP) - Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division (CVED)
Website:  www.mdsp.maryland.gov                                                                     410-579-5959
Maryland Transportation Authority Police - Commercial Vehicle Safety Unit (CVSU)
Website:  www.mdta.maryland.gov                                         Northern Region   410-537-1129
                                                                              Baltimore Metropolitan Area   410-537-7900
Baltimore Harbor Tunnel (I-895)
410-537-1209
Fort McHenry Tunnel (I-95)
410-537-1209
Lane Memorial Bridge (US 50)
410-295-8146
Nice Memorial Bridge (US 301)
301-259-4445

Francis Scott Key Bridge (I-695)
410-537-1209
John F. Kennedy Highway (I-95) (MSP)
410-537-1150
Hatem Memorial Bridge (US 40)
410-537-1147

Maryland Department of Transportation - Office of Freight and Multimodalism
Website:  www.mdot.maryland.gov/newMDOT/Freight                                       410-865-1097
MDOT Motor Vehicle Administration
Website:  www.mva.maryland.gov
General Information:
Toll Free from MD, DC, Northern VA
Baltimore Area

1-800-950-1682
410-768-7000

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)
Website:  www.fmcsa.dot.gov
Baltimore Division Office                                                                                     443-703-2360
MDOT Maryland Port Administration
Website:  www.mpa.maryland.gov
Toll Free in Maryland Only

410-633-1152
1-800-638-7519

Comptroller of Maryland - Fuel Tax Permits
Website:  www.marylandtaxes.gov
For IFTA Decals/Registration                                                                              410-260-7980
Public Service Commission - For Hire Passenger Carriers
Website:  www.psc.state.md.us                                                                          410-767-8128
Maryland Department of the Environment - Hazardous Materials Transportation
Website:  www.mde.maryland.gov                                                                      410-537-3400
E-ZPass Service Center
Website:  www.ezpassmd.com
Toll Free                                                                                                            1-888-321-6824

ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMS
1) DIESEL EMISSION TESTING PROGRAM
     Maryland has a Diesel Emission Testing Program to get smoky trucks off the road.
     Test failures will receive an equipment repair order/vehicle inspection report.
2) NOISE ABATEMENT PROGRAM
     Maryland has a roadside Noise Abatement Program to enforce exhaust systems.

MARYLAND ENGINE IDLING LAW FOR ALL MOTOR VEHICLES
Exemptions:
* Traffic conditions or mechanical difficulties
* Heating, cooling, or auxiliary equipment
* Conform to manufacturer’s specifications
* Accomplish intended use

Maximum idling time - 5 min

Fine - Not < $500.00

WHAT AM I REQUIRED TO DO AFTER HAVING A CRASH?
Maryland law requires the operator of a vehicle involved in a crash to STOP or return 
immediately to the scene of the crash until the following requirements have been met:
1) Render assistance to, and/or arrange for medical transportation for any person injured.
2) Exchange your name, address, registration number of the vehicle you are driving, and 
name and address of the insurance carrier to involved parties and the police.
3) Upon request, exhibit your driver’s license to the parties and police.  If there are 
no injuries, MOVE VEHICLES OUT OF THE TRAVEL LANES TO THE SIDE OF THE 
HIGHWAY.


